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ADV SLINGERS: Good afternoon, Chief Justice, Commissioners. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Are you well? 

ADV SLINGERS: I’m very well, thank you.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Where did you obtain your degrees, and when? 

ADV SLINGERS: I obtained my BA from UCT in 1993.  My LLB from UCT in 

1995. 



CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Why did you start with BA? 

ADV SLINGERS: Because I did a BA Law, that’s why I only took two years to 

get my LLB because it included some of my law subjects. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  

ADV SLINGERS: And then I’ve got two Master degrees.  One ...[intervenes] 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Just put the mic closer.  

ADV SLINGERS: Sorry.   Is that better? 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yeah, well, it’s more about whether you are 

audible or not.  

ADV SLINGERS: I then got two Master degrees.  One, I think in 2002 from 

UNISA and one in 2006 from UCT. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Let’s start with the first.  What was the first 

about? 

ADV SLINGERS: It was more course work; it was in the Public International 

Law department.  It dealt with issues like Environmental Law, Public Economic 

Law, so I did various course work and a mini thesis. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  Public, Environmental Law.  Is 

enforcement, is it difficult, why are we very briefly having such serious 

environmental challenges, as we have seen even in Mozambique.  

ADV SLINGERS: I think the reason, Chief Justice, we don’t take, we don’t 

accept responsibility.  We don’t accept that we’ve got finite resources.  That’s why 

we had the drought and in Cape Town the whole community had to undergo a 



change in mindset and a change in attitude and as a result of that we were able to 

avoid day zero.  I think we need to change our mindset and our attitudes and 

that’s why enforcement is difficult because people don’t see it as a real crime.   

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  And the second Master’s degree? 

ADV SLINGERS: I did it in Advanced Criminal Law and Procedure and I 

focused ...[intervenes] 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: What? 

ADV SLINGERS: Advanced Criminal Law and Procedure and I focused on the 

Prevention of Organized Crime Act.   My mini thesis, if I recall correctly, was on 

the admissibility of hearsay evidence during poker prosecutions.  I may be 

incorrect, it was quite some time back, like I said, 2006.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Have you done some work in that area?  

Organized crime? 

ADV SLINGERS: I have.  When I was at the National Prosecuting Authority I 

did, I was successful in obtaining the first conviction after a trial based on poker.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Are we winning, are we neither here nor there? 

ADV SLINGERS: I think we’re losing the battle. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Why? 

ADV SLINGERS: Because I don’t think we have the right resources at the 

moment.  We need ...[intervenes] 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Human or financial or institutional? 



ADV SLINGERS: All three.  We need to be committed.  Organized crime, if one 

looks at it, human trafficking is one of the biggest problems that organized crime 

has.  Organized crime has resources, it has money, it has capacity.  We need to 

match that if we want to address it effectively.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  

ADV SLINGERS: We need to be committed, we need to put the money behind 

it, we need to train people to deal with it, it takes a different mindset to tackle 

organized crime.  People are trying their best.  If you look at the National 

Prosecuting Authority, if you look at the organized crime unit, dealing with the 

gang unit, they are trying.  But they are facing practical realities that are making 

their task difficult.  Witness protection, people not wanting to come forward to 

testify.  Limited resources.  Corruption within the system.   But that doesn’t take 

away from the fact that there are people who daily putting their lives at risk to 

address this problem.   

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  Well, just by the way when you talk about 

resources, I can relate to it.  Years back as a junior advocate I represented a 

young man who had stolen a vehicle, I asked him did it have an alarm system, 

immobilizer, he said yes.  And I said how did you get it right.  He said they criminal 

network took me to technicon so that when they steal vehicles, it would be with a 

benefit of expertise, inhouse expertise, so criminals deploy resources, we don’t 

seem to be matching that standard. 

ADV SLINGERS: Criminals invest in criminal syndicates.  They’ve got money to 

put into it, they’ve got money to train.  And they don’t play by the same rules we 

do.   



CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes, and they are more disciplined than we are, 

apparently.   Yes.  Now, for how many years have you been an Advocate? 

ADV SLINGERS: I completed pupilage in December 2010 and became a 

member of the Cape Bar, but I was admitted as an Advocate in February 2003.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  And for how long were you with the NPA? 

ADV SLINGERS: Approximately seven years, Chief Justice.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: And the total acting stint amounts to what? 

ADV SLINGERS: It amounts to approximately five and a half terms which 

comes to approximately eleven months.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.   Now we have seen two women already.  

Let us assume we choose one woman, why should you be that woman, just brag.  

Don’t try to be humble, it will never help you.   Just boast as much as you can.  

This is the only chance you have.  

ADV SLINGERS: Thank you, Chief Justice.  Well, as you would have seen from 

my CV, I’ve got extensive experience as an attorney, as a prosecutor and as an 

advocate.  I’ve also been afforded an opportunity to act for five and a half terms in 

the Western Cape High Court where I’ve been afforded the opportunity of being 

exposed to a variety of cases.  That would, that has brought me a well-rounded 

understanding of the law and a balanced perspective which will assist me in 

discharging my judicial functions.  My work ethic and my passion of the law will 

ensure that I discharge my duties efficiently and effectively.  Having been an 

advocate and practicing on my own for nine year without a secretary, I’m also 



quite strong administratively, which can assist the Judge President in the case 

flow management of the division.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: And, how long does it take you to deliver a 

judgment on average?  There’s a mic which I’m pleading should please be 

switched off, I think it’s accidental.  Thank you.  

ADV SLINGERS: On average, Chief Justice, between three and a half, three, 

three and half weeks, but nothing longer than two months.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Okay.  So, you’ve never been in trouble? 

ADV SLINGERS: No.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: You’ve never reached six months for instance? 

ADV SLINGERS: No, Chief Justice, I have not.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: JP? 

JUDGE PRESIDENT HLOPHE: Thank you, Chief Justice.   Mrs. Slingers, 

clearly, we have an interest, we’ve got one thing in common, it’s Public 

International Law.  I’m going to ask you one question.  To what extent do you think 

recognition of a particular state by other states should continue to play a role as 

far as the elements of statehood are concerned?  In other words, is it necessary 

for other states to recognize another state before it can be a state? 

ADV SLINGERS: A state would have to be recognized by other states in order 

to take up its place internationally, to be afforded the recognition and to be 

afforded the privileges and rights and to take up its place within the international 

community.  But other states recognition does not necessarily take away the state 

sovereignty that it imposes that it claims for itself.  



JUDGE PRESIDENT HLOPHE: Thank you, Chief Justice.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  So, what would it have taken for the 

homelands to become states, they call themselves states?  What was required for 

them to be proper states? 

ADV SLINGERS: Well ...[intervenes] 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: If at all possible? 

[Crosstalk 0:09:23.1] 

ADV SLINGERS: Well, statehood is not just calling yourself a state, it’s about 

Government, it’s about being accountable, it’s about how you look after your 

people.  It’s about whether you have that structures of Government in place.  So, 

it’s more to a name, Chief Justice.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Ms. Stuart? 

MS STUART: Thank you, Chief Justice.  I have a very short question.  

You’ve mentioned the lack of capacity at the NPA, and we’ve been hearing from 

the new head of the NPA that it’s one of their greatest challenges.  I was 

wondering why you hadn’t considered returning to the NPA seeing as they need 

the capacity that you’ve got? 

ADV SLINGERS: To be honest, I have considered it.  If I had been approached 

it would have been a very difficult decision for me to make.  

MS STUART: Thanks, Chief Justice.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you so much.  Commissioner Nyambi? 

COMMISSIONER NYAMBI: Thank you, CJ.  Afternoon, Advocate. 



ADV SLINGERS: Afternoon Commissioner.   

COMMISSIONER NYAMBI: If you can share with us your understanding of 

judicial accountability? 

ADV SLINGERS: Judicial accountability is important.  It acts in a way as a 

balance to judicial independence.  Judicial accountability ensures that you perform 

your duties faithfully and properly and judicial accountability is achieved by having 

Courts open, by how you discharge your duties to the public and having your 

judgments taken on pier review, on appeal by academics having it dissected and 

having, to make sure that you’ve applied the law properly in discharging your 

functions.  Judicial accountability is also if there are any complaints against a 

Judge or the way in which they discharge their duty, those complaints can then be 

made to institutions such as the JSC where those investigat- where those 

complaints can be thoroughly investigated.  Because even through you are 

independent, you are still accountable and that’s part of the rule of law because 

nobody is above the rule of law including Judges.  That’s my understanding of 

judicial accountability. 

COMMISSIONER NYAMBI: Thanks, Advocate.  Thank you, CJ. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you, Honorable one.  Commissioner 

Singh? 

COMMISSIONER SINGH: Thank you very much, Chief Justice.  Two short 

questions.   Good evening, Advocate.   

ADV SLINGERS: Good afternoon, Commissioner.  



COMMISSIONER SINGH: It’s the first time in a questionnaire that has been filled, 

I see somebody says they were unemployed, and you’ve got here on page 14 

unemployed for about five months? 

ADV SLINGERS: I think it was from December 2001 to April 2002 that I was 

unemployed. 

COMMISSIONER SINGH: So, were you collecting social welfare? 

ADV SLINGERS: No.   

 [Laughing 0:12:05.3] 

COMMISSIONER SINGH: Alright, the second thing you listed, to reserve 

judgments, what’s the latest on those? 

ADV SLINGERS: If I could just have an opportunity.  The Salemax[?] judgment 

in paragraph 9.5 which was reserved on the 13th of June 2019, was delivered on 

the 12th of July 2019.  The Oakhill School judgment, which was reserved on the 

21st of June 2019 was delivered on the 2nd of August 2019.   

COMMISSIONER SINGH: Thank you, Chief Justice.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you.  What’s your secret?  Why are other 

people giving us a headache with judgments and you are finding it so easy to 

deliver them so quickly in a busy division like that.  

ADV SLINGERS: I wouldn’t say it’s easy, Judge Pres-, Chief Justice, I think a 

work of this nature you have to work hard but you also have to work smart.  And 

you have to plan.  Which is what I do.  And it’s part of having strong administrative 

skills.  You have to put aside, you have to plan, you have to prepare.   



CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG:   Chair or the NCOP. 

COMMISSIONER LUCAS: Thank you very much, Honorable Chief Justice.  

Afternoon Ms. Slingers. 

ADV SLINGERS: Afternoon Commissioner.   

COMMISSIONER LUCAS: I heard you responding to the issue of organized 

crime and it made me think that, particularly your division, where you are acting, is 

plagued with gangsterism and I think there is a big difference between organized 

crime and the kind of gangsterism that we see in the Cape Flats.  How can the 

judiciary assist a country in addressing particularly the issues of gangsterism but 

also to address the social fiber of the communities where this gangsterism are 

actually prevalent? 

ADV SLINGERS: Thank you, Commissioner.  I think we need to; we can’t be 

soft on crime.  We can’t be soft on gangsterism.  Because gangsterism doesn’t 

just affect the people who appear in your court as accused, they affect their family 

members, they affect the victims of gangsterism, but the judiciary can only do so 

much in doing bail applications, in attending to the bail, in attending to trials in 

effecting effective sentences.  A think a more wholistic approach is required 

because gangsterism comes out of social economic problems and the Courts is 

but the end of the matter because if the community which is plagued by 

gangsterism is to scared to come forward, or don’t trust the police because they 

fear corruption, the Courts’ hands are tied because the matters are not even going 

to get to them.  So, the Courts have a role to play but I think we have to 

acknowledge that it’s a very limited role and a more wholistic approach to 

gangsterism is required.   



CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you.  Honorable Xaba. 

COMMISSIONER XABA: Thank you very much, CJ.  Good afternoon, advocate? 

ADV SLINGERS: Good afternoon, Commissioner.  

COMMISSIONER XABA: Yes.  Thank you so much.  You worked for the NPA 

albeit for two years, two and a half years? 

ADV SLINGERS: I worked for the NPA for about seven years.  

COMMISSIONER XABA: Oh, for about seven years.  Oh, okay, no, I think this 

question is relevant to you.  You know, there is an upsurge of medical negligence 

claims in the country, with KZN having to spend about R130 million within the first 

six months of last year and I’m told that they are facing lawsuits relating to claims 

totaling over R17 billion.   And if you suspected that there is collusion, between 

legal practitioners and medical practitioners, so what do you think, I mean, 

collusion to milk the state, what do you think is the problem?  I’m raising this 

question because you once occupied that position at some point.  Thanks. 

ADV SLINGERS: I think it’s an easy way to make money.  The state has got a 

reputation for having deep pockets and it seems as if nobody is affected by it, 

even though it’s everybody’s tax money that’s been pad.  And there’s, it’s, to put it 

colloquially, it’s money for jam.  There’s not enough checks and balances to make 

sure there are proper claims before the court.  There’s not proper checks and 

balances to make sure the quantum is correct and we as the judiciary, need to 

interrogate the experts on quantum more often, because often it’s the same 

experts testifying, day after day, and if you read three reports you pick up the fact 

that it’s copy and paste. They won’t get the gender of the person right sometimes; 

they don’t eve n get the name right.  So, if they are applying, copying and past to 



medical legal experts’ reports, how can they assist the court, where is the 

independence, where’s the expert opinion.   

COMMISSIONER XABA: Thank you so much.  CJ and the Judge President were 

actually, the Presidents who are listening to these comments, thanks.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Well, we took a decision as Judges to monitor, 

because we’ve picked up these things, now people are crying about our 

intervention because it’s lowering the thickness of the pocket.  

COMMISSIONER XABA: Well done.  

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Advocate Mpofu? 

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: Thank you very much.  Good afternoon, 

Advocate. 

ADV SLINGERS: Afternoon, Commissioner.  

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: How are you? 

ADV SLINGERS: I’m fine thank you, and you? 

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: I’m very well, thanks.  Just one or two questions, 

ja, one.  The, you know that the Advocates’ profession is maybe, to put it nicely, 

snobbish so you’ve been at the Bar only for about eight years ...[intervenes] 

ADV SLINGERS: Nine.  

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: Okay, nine, and even that, the snobbishness we 

will not countenance that, but also, you haven’t applied for silk for obtaining the 

status of silk.  Firstly, if there’s a reason why you didn’t apply and whatever the 

reason is, do you think it would be fair to judge you simply for your years at the 



Bar, the nine years, or should one include the other experience you had as a State 

Advocate, as an attorney, and so on, in looking at your experience?  

ADV SLINGERS: To answer the last question or the last part of your question 

first, Commissioner, I think it would be unfair if only my time at the Bar was looked 

at.  During my time as an attorney and as and advocate I appeared in Courts, I 

was dealing with matters, I was exposed to legal, to the legal practice of law where 

I engaged with people, where I practiced law, where I appeared in Courts.  So, I 

think it would unfair to just look at my time at the Bar.  I haven’t taken silk, you are 

correct, but as you would know the requirements for silk one needs certain 

opportunities to be presented and those opportunities are not always forthcoming.  

And since 2017, the last term, I was given an opportunity to start acting in the 

Western Cape High Court and that’s where my focus has been.  But practically 

speaking, as well, for me, I can appear in the SCA, I can appear in the 

Constitutional Court, I can lead a junior of less domestic seniority than what I am.  

I can do everything a silk can do and, no disrespect to the silks who are here, I 

don’t necessarily think that being or being given silk is necessarily an indication of 

your competence or incompetence but more often than not, an indication of the 

opportunities which was presented to you.  

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: Thank you very much.  And ja, linked to that, 

whatever the number of years you might or might not have spent, what specific 

disadvantages have you experienced at the Bar as a black woman, in particular? 

ADV SLINGERS: I’ve tried to stay away from Criminal Law at the Bar because 

there’s a perception that people of colour can only do Criminal Law and I’ve tried 

to stay out of that pigeonhole.  There’s also a perception that women only do 



Family Law.  There’s also a perception that women are not good litigators or that 

women don’t understand complex commercial matters, which is all untrue.   

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: Thank you.  We are only allowed two questions.  

If I was allowed the third one, I would ask you why you stopped being a member 

of the AFT? 

[laughing 0:21:39.2] 

ADV SLINGERS: I’m happy to answer that question if ...[intervenes] 

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: Oh well, if you want to answer it, I won’t stop 

you.  

[laughing 0:21:49.2] 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Well, this confirms that Advocate Mpofu SC is 

also a politician.  He just sneaked it in.  Very well, respond mam. 

 ADV SLINGERS: I’ve got nothing to hide, Chief Justice and Commissioner.  It’s 

not that I don’t align myself to the objectives of AFT, but if you look at the time 

when I was a member, when I did pupilage my daughter was 18 months, so at the 

time I stopped being a member of AFT she was just starting school.  I’d also come 

to the Bar at a fairly advanced age so I needed to focus no building my practice 

from the bottom and balancing it with family life, and that’s the reason why I left 

AFT, not because I don’t align myself to their objectives. 

COMMISSIONER MPOFU: Thank you.  Thank you very much, CJ. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you so much, Ms. Slingers, you’re 

excused.  



ADV SLINGERS: Thank you, Chief Justice and Commissioner.  

 

 


