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CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Good afternoon Judge Pakati. 

JUDGE PAKATI:   Good afternoon Chief Justice. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Are you well ma’am? 

JUDGE PAKATI: I'm well Chief Justice. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Yes.  Well you are already a Judge so the 

questions that I would ordinarily put to someone who aspires towards Judgeship I 

will not put them to you.  Your application is really to move from one division of the 

High Court to another?  Am I right? 

JUDGE PAKATI: Yes, Chief Justice. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: You want to move the Northern Cape to the 

Eastern Cape, but apparently Port Elizabeth in particular?  Am I right? 
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JUDGE PAKATI: Yes, Chief Justice. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Can you just in your own words tell us why you 

want to move from the Northern Cape to - is it Umtata that you want to go to?  My 

documents is written Port Elizabeth, oh and Umtata.  So you don’t mind whether it's 

Umtata or Port Elizabeth? 

JUDGE PAKATI: I don’t mind Chief Justice but as long as I'm there. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: You can just leave the Northern Cape, you'd be 

relieved?  Yes. 

Interviewee 2:   No CJ, Umtata you go without interview.  [laughing] 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Well would you please in your own words briefly 

tell us why you want to move from the one division to another? 

JUDGE PAKATI: Chief Justice I want to start by saying that this commission is 

aware that I have been here twice applying for a position of a DJP in the Northern 

Cape.  And my last interview, so everything is on record, that says why I would want 

to move.  But I just want to mention this, that after the last interview I had to reflect 

and decide whether the DJP ship is the most important thing in my life or my health.  

I did that because of the immense pressure I had in the Northern Cape.  And having 

to think that I have an eighty-five-year-old father who is not well, I have a fourteen-

year-old who's my last born, doing grade 8.  I have my sister’s children.  My sister 

passed away a long time ago, so I take care of them.  If I'm going to let my health 

deteriorate, that’s going to be a problem, not for me only but for them.  I decided to, 

just after the interviews, I had to think where to go.  And I wouldn’t think of any other 

place than home.  That’s why it didn’t matter to me where I go in the Eastern Cape.  I 

then had to approach JP Mbenenge to assist me in that regard and he apparently 

spoke to JP Tlaletsi who also wrote a letter confirming that he has no objection.  And 

then I got an appointment letter from the Minister’s office that I should start in PE as 

an acting Judge from the 29th July 2019.  At the time I was here, I said, the doctor 

said I should use pills for depression when I needed to.  JP, sorry Chief Justice, I 

went to PE and with my stint in PE I am happy to say that I am relaxed there.  My 

health, I am fully recovered.  I have not used any pill, I have not gone to any doctor.  
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The colleagues in PE have welcomed me, they have also indicated that they want to 

work with me because I am this person that they would want to work with.  And I 

think, I believe that as a woman, as a black woman I will contribute to the 

demographics of the Eastern Cape, taking into account the fact that, especially in PE 

there was a black woman there the last time, in 2014 when Justice Tambuza was 

appointed in the SCA.  And I also bring in that division my experience, my years of 

experience.  I have been - I started as being an administrative clerk, and interpreter, 

a prosecutor, a magistrate who climbed all the ranks of the magistrate up to the 

position that I hold today.  With that kind of experience, I think I will benefit PE. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you so much my sister.  JP? 

JUDGE PRESIDENT MBENENGE: Thank you CJ.  Good afternoon colleagues.  

JUDGE PAKATI: Good afternoon JP. 

JUDGE PRESIDENT MBENENGE: You mentioned that in Port Elizabeth you 

are relaxed, I hope it was not a suggestion that the allocation of work that we are 

given…[intervenes] 

JUDGE PAKATI: No JP, that doesn’t mean that. 

JUDGE PRESIDENT MBENEGE: I see.  I've just got one question.  Do you owe the 

Northern Cape division any reserved judgements or partly heard cases? 

JUDGE PAKATI: In Northern Cape JP, I have no part heard cases.  I have 

delivered all my judgements, I don’t owe them anything. 

JUDGE PRESIDENT MBENENGE: Thank you CJ. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you JP, Premier? 

PREMIER MABUYANE: Covered CJ, thanks. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: Thank you.  You are excused my sister. 

JUDGE PAKATI: Wow. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MOGOENG: You want more? 
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JUDGE PAKATI: No. [laughing]j 

 

 

 

 

	  


